[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]



[image: ]


[image: ]


[image: ][image: ]


[image: ]



image1.png
(=]
Q )| httpy/pwvepbs org/kcts/affluenza/ ~ ¢ ‘oAfﬂuenza PBS Program on ‘ ‘ ‘N

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

OPB

TV SCHEDULES WATCH VIDEO DONATE SHOP PBS SEARCH PBS A

Af-flu-en-za n. 1. The bloated, sluggish and unfulfilled
feeling that results from efforts to keep up with the N S
Joneses. 2. An epidemic of stress, overwork, waste and ;S‘-.,II ,Simnn.’
indebtedness caused by dogged pursuit of the American
Dream. 3. An unsustainable addiction to economic growth.
4. A television program that could change your life.

with your host,

Affluenza is a one-hour television special that explores
the high social and environmental costs of materialism
and overconsumption. Here you can learn more about the
show, get an Affluenza diagnosis and check out
resources for treatment. Don't miss our Teacher’s Guide,
available only on this Web site.

Escape from Affluenza is the solution-oriented sequel to
Affluenza. Hosted by Wanda Urbanska, co-author of
Simple Living, Escape picks up where Affluenza left off
by profiling people and organizations that are reducing
consumption and waste, choosing work that reflects their
values and working to live in better balance with the

environment. OPB

Affluenza is a production of KCTS/Seattle and Oregon
Public Broadcasting and was made possible by a grant
from The Pew Charitable Trusts. v
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While 'affluenza' teen went free,
similar case led to prison

o Email | 1
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Wnen he was 16, Jamie Arellano drove drunk, ran a red light and crashed info a pregnant woman's car, kiling her and
‘her unborn child. Ethan Gouch, another drunken teenager, rammed a pickup truck info a crowd of people assisting a
stranded driver, Kiling four. Arellano went to prison. Couich went free. AP PhotofPat Sullivan

NOMAAN MERCHANT, The Associated Press
POSTED: Monday, February 15, 2016, 5:04 PM Latest News Video

HUNTSVILLE, Texas (AP) - One 16-year-old drove drunk, ran
ared light and crashed into a pregnant woman's car, killing Three Killed In Pennsylvania interstate
Pileup Identified
her and her unborn child. Another drunken teenager rammed T - Harrisburg, PA™ ~
GALLERY: While a pickup truck into a crowd of people assisting a stranded N N
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"affluenza’ teen went free,
similar case led to prison
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driver, killing four.
Jaime Arellano went to prison. Ethan Couch went free.

The stories of the two Texas teens illustrate how prosecutors’
decisions in similar cases can lead to wildly different
outcomes. The poor immigrant from Mexico has been behind
bars for almost a decade. The white kid with rich parents got
10 years of probation.

Couch lost control as he drove his family's pickup truck after
he and his friends had played beer pong and consumed beer
that some of them had stolen from Wal-Mart. The vehicle
veered into a crowd of people helping the driver on the side of
the road. Authorities later estimated that he was going 70
mph in a 40 mph zone.

Most Viewed News Stories:

A new challenge
rising down the Shore
The crash fatally injured the stranded motorist, a youth
minister who stopped to help her and a mother and daughter
who came out of their nearby home.

Kenney to change
city’s HR approach

But prosecutors in Fort Worth said they didn't ask to have his
case moved to the adult system because they thought the
judge would refuse. Instead, he stayed in juvenile court and
became infamous for his psychologist's assertion that his For Fattah, new
wealthy parents coddled him into a sense of irresponsibility questions on finances
the psychologist called "affluenza.”

Arellano was charged with intoxication manslaughter and
intoxication assault, the same counts against Couch. But NY cops eye Ex-Gov.
prosecutors in Arellano’s case moved quickly after his June Spitzer in assault
2007 crash to send him to adult court. Arellano took a plea
deal and got 20 years in prison, where he remains today.
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Sending Arellano's case to the adult system opened the door
to the kind of punishment many say Couch should have
received from the beginning.

Matt Bingham, the Smith County district attorney and head of
the office that prosecuted Arellano, declined to comment on
Couch's case but said he considered adult prison to be a fair
option for any teenager who has killed someone.

Juveniles don't always commit "what people think of as
juvenile crimes,"” Bingham said. "There is an appropriate
punishment for what they have done. And the fact that they're
16 years of age doesn't negate that."

Arellano could never have argued he had "affluenza.”

Arellano and his family crossed the U.S.-Mexico border
illegally two years before the crash and settled in East Texas.
He spoke little English and had little knowledge of the court
system. Five months before the crash, he dropped out of high
school.

Now 24, he spoke to The Associated Press about his case
from behind a narrow glass partition at a Texas prison.
Wearing a white inmate uniform, he spoke in soft, accented
English that he said he learned while in prison.

Arellano had his first beer at 15 and had driven drunk a few
times before. His parents tried to stop him from driving under
the influence, but he said he wouldn't listen.

"They talked to me way too many times," he said. "But | just
didn't want to hear it."
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On the night of June 23, 2007, Arellano was driving an SUV
through Tyler, about 100 miles east of Dallas, on his way to a
party. He had an open beer and several more in a cooler.

Witnesses saw him swerve through the intersection and slam
into a Ford Mustang making a left turn ahead, according to
police reports.

Driving the Mustang was Martha Mondragon, a 31-year-old
woman who was nine months’ pregnant. Mondragon and the
child she was carrying were killed. Her 6-year-old daughter
flew out of her booster seat and through a car window. She
was hospitalized and survived.

Prosecutors quickly sought to have Arellano's case moved to
adult court, and a judge agreed.

At that point, Arellano faced two choices: a plea deal with the
promise of 20 years in prison and possible parole after a
decade, or ajury trial in one of the most conservative regions
of the United States and the risk of 50 years in prison. He
took the plea.

While he once thought he might have gotten probation if he
were white, Arellano said he doesn't feel that way today.

"l know it was serious," he said. "It had to happen this way so
| could better myself, so | could think better."

Arellano becomes eligible for parole next year. Once
released, he expects to be deported to Mexico, where he
hopes to work on a ranch.

Couch faces possible detention for violating his probation
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when he returns to court on Feb. 19. Depending on the
judge's ruling, he could get three months in jail and adult
probation, which if violated could land him in prison for up to
40 years.

In the juvenile system, intoxication manslaughter cases in
Texas over the last decade were just as likely to result in
probation as they are detention, according to figures from the
Texas Juvenile Justice Department. Juvenile justice experts
say the state's juvenile system places more weight on
rehabilitation than the adult system, where punishments are
tougher.

Since 2005, Texas has prosecuted 38 juveniles for
intoxication manslaughter or intoxication assault. Only three
were sent to the adult system, and half of all cases resulted in
probation of some kind.

Those numbers do not include juveniles who commit similar
offenses but might be charged with different crimes or cases
not reported by local authorities to the state.

Once juveniles are in detention, it's more likely than not that
they will go free when they turn 19. Only 33 percent of all
juvenile offenders are sent to adult prison, according to a
study of juvenile sentencing conducted by the University of
North Texas professor Chad Trulson.

Trulson said a probation sentence for killing four people might
seem "absurd" to the average person.

But in the juvenile system, he said, that type of sentence for
intoxication manslaughter and potentially more serious
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